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Eliza Douglas “My Gleaming
Soul” at Museum Folkwang,
Essen
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Eliza Douglas’ large-format paintings captivate audiences with their distinctive style and a recurring theme:
namely, the artist’s hands. In her bold works, the artist focusses on naturalistically painted hands, as well as
sometimes feet, on white backgrounds. These are executed in diverse and dynamic ways; sometimes
Douglas dissolves the limbs into loose, abstract brushstrokes from the wrists or ankles onwards, turning
them into pure and simultaneously graphic painting which is in part reminiscent of Impressionist brushwork
in terms of style or borrows from Abstract Expressionist techniques. Douglas combines representational and
abstract painting by creating novel transitions from one to the next. The body may be lacking in these
constellations, but is nevertheless conjured up by the reduced brushstrokes and the dynamic shape of the
extremities, as a fragmented yet elastic anatomy. The artist’s hands have been closely linked to creative work
throughout art history. In Douglas’ work the creative hands virtually dance around the absent body at the end
of grotesquely long arms. Despite the paintings containing no clear references to other artists or explicitly
contemporary themes, the hands seem to reference our current living reality, in which a connection to the
digital world is made via the hands. Here, the body recedes while the hands explore ever new worlds
through the keyboards and screens of digital interfaces. Sometimes multiple hands in Douglas’ paintings
create an entire network; they interact with and amongst themselves, creating a reflection of the immaterial
connection via digital channels on her canvasses.

Douglas’ works approach the creation of paintings through the application of paint with a brush in a highly
innovative way. Her meta-paintings are one possible answer to the question of what painting can be in the
215t century.
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Eliza Douglas “My Gleaming Soul” at Museum Folkwang, Essen, 2017
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